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(54) Valve pin actuating mechanism 

(57) A valve pin actuating mechanism including a 
valve pin guiding element (34) for connection to a valve 
pin (30), a linkage element (36) and an actuator (38). 
The valve pin guiding element (34) has a sliding surface 
(46) for sliding within a channel (41 ), and first and sec- 


ond engagement surfaces (50,52). The linkage element 
(36) has first and second arms (70,71 ), which have op- 
posing, inwardly facing arcuate engagement surfaces 
(74,76) for engaging the valve pin guiding element (34). 
The linkage element is moved by the actuator (38). 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to an injection molding 
machine, and more particularly to a valve pin actuating 
mechanism for an injection molding machine. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Commonly, melt flow in an injection molding 
machine is controlled by a valve pin, which is moved in 
a melt passage by an actuating mechanism. Depending 
on the layout constraints of the melt passages and other 
components in an injection molding machine, it can be 
desirable to provide an actuating mechanism for a valve 
pin in a melt channel, that extends laterally to the valve 
pin. 

[0003] The technical literature shows several hot run- 
ner injection nozzle designs having a valve pin actuating 
mechanism incorporating a lateral arm, or linkage, that 
directly engages a valve pin to push the valve pin to- 
wards a mold gate to stop the transfer of molten material 
from the nozzle into the mold cavity. Reference is made 
in this regard to US Patent 3,806,295, US Patent 
4,026,518, US Patent 4,222,733 and US Patent 
4,272,236. In these patents, however, the lateral arm 
does not engage the valve pin in order to move it back 
to an 'open' position. Rather, the movement of the valve 
pin away from the mold gate is achieved by the back 
pressure generated by the pressurized melt in the noz- 
zle. In these designs the valve pin is not attached to any 
guiding sleeve movable inside the nozzle. Atypical ex- 
ample of this lateral valve gating approach is shown in 
Figure 9, which shows a mechanism disclosed in US 
Patent 4,272,236. 

[0004] The technical literature further shows hot run- 
ner injection nozzles where the valve pin is engaged lat- 
erally by an arm, or linkage. This design makes possible 
to actuate the valve pin inside the nozzle in both direc- 
tions relative to the mold gate. Reference is made in this 
regard to US Patent 3,488,810, US Patent 4,712,995 
and US Patent 4,793,795 where the lateral arm, or link- 
age has circular movement with respect to the valve pin. 
In these designs the valve pin is engaged directly by the 
linkage, and is not attached to a guiding sleeve movable 
inside the nozzle. A typical example of this lateral valve 
gating approach is shown in Figure 10, which shows a 
mechanism disclosed in US Patent 4,712,995. 
[0005] The technical literature further shows hot run- 
ner injection nozzles where the valve pin is engaged lat- 
erally by an arm, or linkage. Reference is made in this 
regard to US Patent 4,919,606, US Patent 5,902,614, 
US Patent 5,948,450 and US Patent 5,984 ,661. In these 
designs, the valve pin is attached to a guiding sleeve 
movable inside the nozzle, and the lateral arm, or link- 
age, has a circular movement with respect to the valve 
pin. Typical examples of this lateral valve gating ap- 


proach are shown in Figures 11, 12a and 12b, which 
show mechanisms disclosed in US Patent 4,919,606 
and US Patent 5,948,450 respectively. In the more re- 
cent US 5,948,450, the lateral arm does not directly en- 
5 gage the guiding sleeve, (also referred to as a sled). As 
shown in Figures 12a and 12b, the actuating mecha- 
nism of the '450 patent includes a lateral arm that en- 
gages a pin, which is, in turn, connected to the sled. Fur- 
thermore, the pin is retained in place by an additional 
spring. The mechanism disclosed in the '450 patent in- 
cludes many parts, which inherently increases its com- 
plexity and cost of production and which can reduce its 
reliability. It is known that, due to the high temperature 
of operation, which can be, for example, in the range of 
250° C, and due to the huge frequency of injection cy- 
cles, which can be, for example, in the range of 400 
movements/minute, it is desirable to have a minimum 
number of parts involved in the actuation of the valve 
pin. 

[0006] There is a continuing need for a laterally actu- 
ated valve gating mechanism that is reliable in opera- 
tion, that provides reduced stresses on the valve pin and 
is made of a reduced number of components. 


[0007] In a first aspect the invention is directed to a 
valve pin actuating mechanism for use with a valve pin, 
the valve pin being moveable in a portion of a melt pas- 

30 sage of an injection molding machine, the melt passage 
having an inlet for receiving melt from a melt source. 
The valve pin actuating mechanism includes a valve pin 
guiding element, a linkage element and an actuator The 
valve pin guiding element is for connection to the valve 

35 pin and for guiding the valve pin along a line of travel. 
The valve pin guiding element has first and second re- 
ceiving surfaces, wherein at least one of the receiving 
surfaces is substantially perpendicular to the line of trav- 
el. The linkage element has first and second arms hav- 

40 ing inwardly facing, opposed engagement surfaces for 
engaging the first and second receiving surfaces on said 
valve pin guiding element. The actuator is for moving 
the linkage element 

[0008] In a preferred embodiment, at least one of the 
45 engagement surfaces on the first and second arms is 
arcuate. 

[0009] In a second aspect, the invention is directed to 
a valve pin actuating mechanism for use with a valve 
pin, the valve pin being moveable in a portion of a melt 

50 passage of an injection molding machine, the melt pas- 
sage having an inlet for receiving melt from a melt 
source. The valve pin actuating mechanism includes a 
valve pin guiding element, a linkage element and an ac- 
tuator. The valve pin guiding element is for connection 

55 to the valve pin and for guiding movement of the valve 
pin in the melt passage. The linkage element has first 
and second arms having inwardly facing, opposed en- 
gagement surfaces for engaging the valve pin guiding 
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element At least one of the engagement surfaces is ar- 
cuate. The actuator is for moving said linkage element 
[001 0] In a third aspect, the invention is directed to a 
valve pin actuating mechanism for use with a valve pin, 
the valve pin being moveable in a portion of a melt pas- 
sage of an injection molding machine, the melt passage 
having an inlet for receiving melt from a melt source. 
The valve pin actuating mechanism includes a valve pin 
guiding element, a linkage element and an actuator. The 
valve pin guiding element is for supporting the valve pin 
and for movement of the valve pin and guiding element 
together in a guide channel. The valve pin guiding ele- 
ment has first and second outer receiving surfaces. The 
linkage element has first and second arms for engaging 
the outer receiving surfaces on the valve pin guiding el- 
ement The actuator is for moving the linkage element. 
[001 1] In a fourth aspect, the invention is directed to 
a hot runner nozzle system for an injection molding ma- 
chine. The hot runner nozzle system includes an injec- 
tion nozzle, a valve pin and a valve pin actuating mech- 
anism. The injection nozzle has a nozzle body defining 
a nozzle melt passage. The nozzle melt passage has 
an in let for receiving melt from a melt source. The injec- 
tion nozzle includes a heater for heating melt in the noz- 
zle melt passage. The valve pin is moveable in the noz- 
zle melt passage, so that the valve pin cooperates with 
the nozzle melt passage for controlling melt flow through 
the nozzle melt passage. The valve pin actuating mech- 
anism is any of the valve pin actuating mechanisms de- 
scribed above. 

[001 2] In a fifth aspect, the invention is directed to an 
injection molding machine. The injection molding ma- 
chine includes a manifold, an injection nozzle, a valve 
pin and a valve pin actuating mechanism. The manifold 
has a manifold melt passage having a n inlet for receiv- 
ing melt from a melt source. The injection nozzle has a 
nozzle body defining a nozzle melt passage. The nozzle 
melt passage is downstream from the manifold melt 
passage. The injection nozzle includes a heater for 
heating melt in the nozzle melt passage. The valve pin 
is moveable in the nozzle melt passage, so that the 
valve pin cooperates with the nozzle melt passage for 
controlling melt flow through said nozzle melt passage, 
The valve pin actuating mechanism is any of the valve 
pin actuating mechanisms described above. 
[001 3] In a sixth aspect, the invention is directed to a 
method of moving a valve pin between first and second 
positions in an injection molding machine. The method 
includes: 

supporting the valve pin in a valve pin guiding ele- 
ment for movement of the valve pin and guiding el- 
ement together, the guiding element having firstand 
second outer, planar receiving surfaces; 
supporting and guiding the valve pin guiding ele- 
ment in a channel, the channel being adapted for 
movement of the valve pin guiding element along a 
line of travel; and 


applying forces to the receiving surfaces of the guid- 
ing element to effect movement of the valve pin be- 
tween the first and second positions. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] For a better understanding of the present in- 
vention and to show more clearly how it may be carried 
into effect, reference will now be made by way of exam- 
10 pie to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation view of an injection 
molding machine having a plurality of valve pin ac- 
tuating mechanisms in accordance with an embod- 

*5 iment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is an elevation view of a portion of the in- 
jection molding machine of Figure 1, showing the 
valve pin actuating mechanism and a valve pin in 
an 'open' position; 

20 Figure 3 is an elevation view of a portion of the in- 
jection molding machine of Figure 1 , showing the 
valve pin actuating mechanism and a valve pin in a 
'close* position; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the valve pin guid- 

25 ing element of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the linkage element 
of the valve pin actuating mechanism of Figure 1 ; 
Figures 6a and 6b are views of the linkage element 
engaging the guiding element of Figure 1 ; 

30 Figure 7 is a view of the travel path of a portion of 
the linkage element and a portion of the guiding el- 
ement of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 8 is a sectional view of an injection molding 
machine having a stack mold, having valve pin ac- 

35 tuating mechanisms as shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 9 is an elevation view of a portion of a first 
injection molding machine having a valve pin actu- 
ating mechanism of the prior art; 
Figure 10 is an elevation view of a portion of a sec- 

40 ond injection molding machine having a valve pin 
actuating mechanism of the prior art; 
Figure 11 is an elevation view of a portion of a third 
injection molding machine having a valve pin actu- 
ating mechanism of the prior art; and 

45 Figures 1 2a and 1 2b are elevation views of a portion 
of a fourth injection molding machine having a valve 
pin actuating mechanism of the prior art. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

50 

[0015] Reference is made to Figure 1 , which shows 
an injection molding machine in accordance with the 
present invention, shown generally at 10. Injection 
molding machine 10 can be used for the production of 
55 molded articles. As an example embodiment, injection 
molding machine 10 may have a manifold 1 2, a plurality 
of nozzles 1 4, a mold cavity plate 1 6, a plurality of valve 
pins 30 and a plurality of valve pin actuating mecha- 
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nisms 32. Manifold 12 has a mold machine inlet 18, 
which leads to a plurality of manifold melt passages 20. 
A heater 26 is included in manifold 12 to heat melt in 
manifold melt passages 20. Each nozzle 14 includes a 
nozzle body 21 and a heater 28. Nozzle body 21 defines 5 
a nozzle melt passage 25, which has an inlet 27 that is 
downstream from one of the melt passages 20. Heater 
28 is used to heat the flow of melt through nozzle 14. 
The mold cavity plate 1 6 defines a plurality of mold cav- 
ities 24 that are downstream from the nozzle melt pas- 
sages 25. The junction between a nozzle melt passage 
25 and a mold cavity 24 is referred to as a gate 22. It 
will be appreciated that the melt passage configuration 
shown in the Figures is exemplary and that other melt 
passage configurations are permissible within the scope 
of the invention. 

[001 6] Valve pins 30 extend into a portion of the noz- 
zle melt passages 25 and are moveable therein along 
a line of travel parallel to that portion of the nozzle melt 
passages 25, by valve pin actuating mechanisms 32, to 
control the flow of melt into the mold cavities 24. The 
valve pins 30 may be generally pin shaped, as shown, 
or alternatively they may have any suitable shape for 
controlling the flow of melt in nozzle melt passages 25. 
[001 7] Reference is made to Figure 2, which shows a 
nozzle system 33, each of which includes one of the 
nozzles 14, one of the valve pin 30 and one of the valve 
pin actuating mechanisms 32. The actuating mecha- 
nism 32 includes a valve pin guiding element 34, a link- 
age element 36 and a actuator 38. The valve pin actu- 
ating mechanism 32 can be used to access the valve 
pin laterally, and move the valve pin 30 through a range 
of positions, or between any suitable first and second 
positions. For example, for the embodiment as shown, 
where the valve pin is positioned near the gate 22, the 
valve pin actuating mechanism can be used to move the 
valve pin between an 'open* (first) position (as shown in 
Figure 2), wherein melt flow is permitted to enter the 
mold cavity 24, and a 'close' (second) position, wherein 
the melt flow is prevented from entering the mold cavity 
24 (see Figure 3). Alternatively, the actuating mecha- 
nism 32 can be used to move the valve pin to a second 
position to permit less flow through a nozzle melt pas- 
sage 25, than in the first position. Alternatively, the ac- 
tuating mechanism can be used to move valve pins be- 
tween first and second positions in other portions of an 
injection molding machine, such as, for example, in 
sprue mechanisms between manifold plates in a stack- 
mold. 

[001 8] The valve pin guiding element 34 supports and 
guides the valve pin 30. A sleeve 40 defines a channel 
41 . The valve pin guiding element 34 slides in channel 
41 along a line of travel LT so that valve pin 30 moves 
in nozzle melt passage 25 between the first and second 
positions. Sleeve 40 has an aperture therethrough per- 
mitting the linkage element 36 to connect to guiding el- 
ement 34. 

[001 9] A first limit surface 42 is positioned to limit the 


travel of the guiding element 34 at one end of channel 
41. Similarly, a second limit surface 44 is positioned to 
limit the travel of the guiding element 34 at the other end 
of channel 41 . 

[0020] Reference is now made to Figures 4, 5, 6a and 
6b. Guiding element 34 has a sliding surface 46 for slid- 
ing within channel 41. Sliding surface 46 is preferably 
generally cylindrical, as shown. Alternatively, however, 
sliding surface 46 may be square-shaped, rectangle- 
shaped, or may have any other shape suitable for per- 
mitting sliding. 

[0021] Guiding element 34 has a receiving bore 48, 
which is shouldered, for receiving and capturing valve 
pin 30. Any suitable holding and guiding means for valve 
pin 30 can alternatively be used, however. For example, 
guiding element 34 can be integrally joined to valve pin 
30. Guiding element 34 includes a first, outer, receiving 
surface 50, and two second, outer, receiving surfaces 
52. The first and second receiving surfaces 50 and 52, 
receive the linkage element 36. The first and second re- 
ceiving surfaces 50 and 52 are preferably planar, and 
perpendicular (see Figures 2 and 3) to the line of travel 
LT of the guiding element 34 in the channel 41 . Alterna- 
tively, one of receiving surfaces 50 and 52, (ie. either 
receiving surface 50 or both of receiving surfaces 52), 
is planar and substantially perpendicular to the line of 
travel LT of the guiding element 34 in the channel 41, 
and the other of the surfaces is at least angled suitably 
for engagement by the linkage element 36 and move- 
ment of the guiding element 34 in the line of travel LT. 
[0022] The valve pin guiding element 34 has first and 
second shoulders 54 and 56. Shoulders 54 and 56 co- 
operate with the first and second limit surfaces 42 and 
44 to limit the travel of the guiding element 34, and the 
valve pin 30. 

[0023] The linkage element 36 connects the actuator 
38 to the valve pin guiding element 34. The linkage el- 
ement 36 includes a first connector 58, which rotatably 
connects linkage element 36 to actuator 38. The first 
connector 58 may be, for example, a bore 60. Alterna- 
tively, connector 58 may be any suitable connection 
means for providing a rotatable connection between 
linkage element 36 and actuator 38. 
[0024] The linkage element 36 includes a second con- 
nector 62, which pivotally connects linkage element 36 
to a portion 64 on the molding machine 10 (see Figures 
2 and 3). The second connector 62 and portion 64 may 
be any suitable pivotal connection means, such as, for 
example, a bore 66, and a shaft 68 respectively. 
[0025] The linkage element 36 has a first arm 70 and 
may have, for example, two second arms 71 for engag- 
ing the valve pin guiding element 34. The first and sec- 
ond arms 70 and 71 define a gap 72 therebetween. The 
second arms 71 define a second gap 73 permitting valve 
pin 30 and the shoulder portion 56 to extend there- 
through. The first arm 70 and the second arms 71 have 
opposing, inwardly facing engagement surfaces 74 and 
76 respectively. Engagement surface 74 engages re- 
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ceiving surface 50 for movement of the valve pin 30, in 
one direction (in this case — towards the 'close 1 posi- 
tion). Engagement surfaces 76 engage the second re- 
ceiving surfaces 52 for movement of the valve pin 30 in 
the direction towards the 'open' position. Preferably, as 
shown, engagement surfaces 74 and 76 are arcuate, so 
that an actuation force for actuating the guiding element 
34 and the valve pin 30, is not exerted through an edge, 
throughout the range of motion of the valve pin 30 and 
guiding element 34. Alternatively, one of the engage- 
ment surfaces 74 and 76 (ie. either surface 74, or both 
surfaces 76) is arcuate. Alternatively, however, engage- 
ment surfaces 74 and 76 may have any suitable shape 
for engaging surfaces 50 and 52 for moving guiding el- 
ement 34. Gap 72 permits arm 70 to engage guiding 
element 34 at or near a selected location, such as, for 
example, at or near the centerline CL of the guiding el- 
ement 34. Similarly, gaps 72 and 73 together permit sec- 
ond arms 71 to engage the guiding element 34 ator near 
a selected point. 

[0026] Reference is made to Figure 2. The actuator 
38 may be any type of actuator, such as a pneumatic or 
hydraulic cylinder, or alternatively an electrical actuator. 
As shown, the actuator may be, for example, a linear, 
hydraulic actuator. Actuator 38 includes a connector 78 
for rotatably connecting actuator 38 to linkage element 
36. Connector 78 maybe any suitable type of connector, 
such as, for example, a pin 80, which is received in bore 
60. Actuator 38 is mounted to the injection molding ma- 
chine 1 0 by a connector 82 which permits rotation there- 
about. Connector 82 may be any suitable type of con- 
nector, such as for example a pin and bearing or bore 
arrangement 

[0027] During the cavity-filling portion of an injection 
cycle, the valve pin is in the 'open' position. Melt flows 
from a melt source (not shown) through the inlet 18, 
through melt passages 20 and 25, through gates 22 and 
into the mold cavities 24. Once this is completed, the 
melt flow to the cavities 24 is shut off. To shut off the 
melt flow to the gates 22, the actuator 38 is retracted, 
causing the rotation of the linkage element 36. The first 
engagement surface 74 engages the first receiving sur- 
face 50, moving the valve pin guiding element 34 and 
valve pin 30 towards the 'dose' position. As shown in 
Figure 3, the movement of the valve pin 30 is stopped 
when the shoulder 56 on the valve pin guiding element 
34 contacts the limit surface 44. 
[0028] Reference is made to Figure 7, which shows 
the path followed by the arm 70 during the travel of the 
valve pin between the 'open' and 'close' positions. The 
direction of a force, (excluding frictional forces), trans- 
mitted between the first engagement surface 74 and the 
receiving surface 50, is shown by the line F. Regardless 
of the shape of the engagement surface 74, the line of 
force F remains perpendicular to the receiving surface 
50, throughout the range of motion of the guiding ele- 
ment 34, ignoring friction. If the receiving surface 50 is 
perpendicular to the line of travel LT of the valve pin 


guiding element 34 and the valve pin 30, as shown in 
Figures 2 and 3, the line offeree F is parallel to the line 
of travel LT of the valve pin guiding element 34 and the 
valve pin 30, throughout the range of travel of the guid- 

5 ing element 34 and the valve pin 30. Thus, lateral forces 
on the guiding element 34 are reduced. 
[0029] Lateral forces, however, will exist due to fric- 
tional forces between the engagement surface 74 and 
the receiving surface 50. Because the lateral forces are 

10 exerted directly on the guiding element 34, and not on 
the valve pin 30, stresses, such as bending stresses on 
the valve pin 30 are reduced. Furthermore, the guiding 
element 34 may, for example, have a larger bearing ar- 
ea, (which is sliding surface 46), as compared to the 

1 5 valve pin 30, and thus can be subject to reduced stress- 
es from any lateral forces created between surfaces 74 
and 50. 

[0030] Reference is made to Figure 3. The operation 
of the actuating mechanism to move the valve pin to the 

20 'open' position is similar to the operation of the actuating 
mechanism 32 to move the valve pin 30 into the 'close' 
position. The actuator 38 extends, thereby rotating link- 
age element 36 about shaft 68 in the opposite direction 
to that for closing the gate 22. Engagement surfaces 76 

25 engage receiving surfaces 52, to move the valve pin 
guiding element 34 and the valve pin 30 away from gate 
22. The path of the arms 71 and the guiding element 34 
to open gate 22, is similar, but opposite, to that of arm 
70 and guiding element 34 to close gate 22/ 

30 [0031] Linkage element 36 has been described to in- 
clude a single first arm, and two second amis, and guid- 
ing element 34 to include a single first receiving surface 
and two second receiving surfaces. Alternatively, how- 
ever, the guiding element 34 may be configured in such 

35 a way that a single second arm may be used. For ex- 
ample, the guiding element may include a disc spaced 
above a valve pin holding portion, so that the linkage 
element engages the two surfaces of the disc. In this 
case, a single, centred second arm can be included on 

40 the linkage element, rather than two second arms. 
[0032] In an embodiment where the engagement sur- 
faces on the arms of the linkage element are arcuate, 
the receiving surfaces may have any suitable shape for 
receiving the engagement surfaces. 

45 [0033] In an embodiment wherein the receiving sur- 
faces on the guiding element are not substantially per- 
pendicular to the line of travel LT, the engagement sur- 
faces on the arms of the linkage element may have any 
suitable shape for engaging the receiving surfaces. 

50 [0034] Reference is now made to Figure 8, which 
shows an injection molding machine 200 having a stack 
mold, having a plurality of nozzle assemblies 33 and 
valve pin actuating mechanisms 32 in accordance with 
the present invention. Molding machine 200 is similar to 

55 the stack mold molding machine disclosed in US Patent 
No. 4,212,626, hereby incorporated by reference, ex- 
cept that the valve pin actuating mechanisms on the ma- 
chine disclosed in that patent are replaced by valve pin 
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a manifold plate having a manifold melt pas- 
sage, said manifold melt passage having a melt 
source inlet for receiving melt from a melt 
source; 

5 an injection nozzle, said injection nozzle having 

a nozzle body, said nozzle body defining a noz- 
zle melt passage, said nozzle melt passage 
downstream from said manifold melt passage, 
said injection nozzle including a heater for heat- 

10 ing melt in said nozzle melt passage; 

a valve pin, said valve pin being moveable in 
said nozzle melt passage, so that said valve pin 
cooperates with said nozzle melt passage for 
controlling melt flow through said nozzle melt 

15 passage; and 

a valve pin actuating mechanism, including a 
valve pin guiding element for connection to said 
valve pin and for guiding said valve pin along a 
line of travel, said valve pin guiding element 

20 having first and second receiving surfaces, 

wherein at least one of said receiving surfaces 
is substantially perpendicular to said line of 
travel, said valve pin actuating mechanism in- 
cluding a linkage element, said linkage element 

25 having first and second arms having inwardly 

facing, opposed engagement surfaces for en- 
gaging said first and second receiving surfaces 
on said valve pin guiding element, said valve 
pin actuating mechanism including an actuator 

30 for moving said linkage element. 


actuating mechanisms 32. Molding machine 200 in- 
cludes a plurality of manifold plates 21 2 which transfer 
melt from a melt source (not shown) to a plurality of mold 
cavity plates 21 6. Nozzle systems 33 including nozzles 
21 4, valve pins 230 and valve pin actuating mechanisms 
32 are used. Valve pin actuating mechanisms 32 are 
used to control valve pins 240 in melt transfer mecha- 
nisms to control melt flow between manifold plates 212. 
As well, actuating mechanisms are used to control valve 
pins 230 to control melt flow into mold cavities 224 in 
mold cavity plates 216. 

[0035] While the above description constitutes the 
preferred embodiment, it will be appreciated that the 
present invention is susceptible to modification and 
change without departing from the fair meaning of the 
accompanying claims. 


Claims 

1. A valve pin actuating mechanism for use with a 
valve pin, the valve pin being moveable in a portion 
of a melt passage of an injection molding machine, 
the melt passage having an inlet for receiving melt 
from a melt source, the valve pin actuating mecha- 
nism comprising: 

a valve pin guiding element for connection to 
the valve pin and for guiding the valve pin along 
a line of travel, said valve pin guiding element 
having first and second receiving surfaces, 
wherein at least one of said receiving surfaces 
is substantially perpendicular to said line of 
travel; 

a linkage element, said linkage element having 
first and second arms having inwardly feeing, 
opposed engagement surfaces for engaging 
said first and second receiving surfaces on said 
valve pin guiding element; and 
an actuator for moving said linkage element 

2. A valve pin actuating mechanism as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said linkage element is pivotable 
aboutan axis of rotation, so that rotation of said link- 
age element moves said valve pin guiding element 
along said line of travel. 

3. A valve pin actuating mechanism as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein at least one of said engagement 
surfaces is arcuate. 

4. A valve pin actuating mechanism as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of said valve pin 
is engaged directly by at least one of said first and 
second engagement surfaces. 

5. An injection molding machine, comprising: 


6. An injection molding machine as claimed in claim 

5, further comprising a mold cavity plate, said mold 
cavity plate having a mold cavity downstream from 

35 said nozzle melt passage. 

7. An injection molding machine as claimed in claim 

6, wherein said manifold includes a plurality of man- 
ifold melt passages downstream from said melt 
source inlet, said injection molding machine further 
comprises a plurality of injection nozzles having 
nozzle melt passages downstream from said man- 
ifold melt passages and said mold cavity plate in- 
cludes a plurality of mold cavities downstream from 
said plurality of nozzle melt passages. 


45 

8. A method of moving a valve pin between first and 
second positions in an injection molding machine, 
comprising: 

50 

supporting said valve pin in a valve pin guiding 
element for movement of said valve pin and 
guiding element together, said guiding element 
having first and second outer, substantially pla- 
55 nar receiving surfaces; 

supporting and guiding said valve pin guiding 
element in a channel, said channel being 
adapted for movement of said valve pin guiding 
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element along a line of travel; and 
applying forces to said receiving surfaces of 
said guiding elementto effect movement of said 
valve pin between said first and second posi- 
tions. 

9. A method of moving a valve pin between first and 
second positions as claimed in claim 8, wherein at 
least one of said receiving surfaces is substantially 
perpendicular to said line of travel. 

10. A valve pin actuating mechanism for use with a 
valve pin, the valve pin being moveable in a portion 
of a melt passage of an injection molding machine, 
the melt passage having an inlet for receiving melt 
from a melt source, the valve pin actuating mecha- 
nism comprising: 

a valve pin guiding element for connection to 
the valve pin and for guiding movement of the 
valve pin in the melt passage; 
a linkage element, said linkage element having 
first and second arms having inwardly facing, 
opposed engagement surfaces for engaging 
said valve pin guiding element, at least one of 
the engagement surfaces being arcuate; and 
an actuator for moving said linkage element 

11. An injection molding machine, comprising: 

a manifold plate having a manifold melt pas- 
sage, said manifold melt passage having a melt 
source inlet for receiving melt from a melt 
source; 

an injection nozzle, said injection nozzle having 
a nozzle body, said nozzle body defining a noz- 
zle melt passage, said nozzle melt passage 
downstream from said manifold melt passage, 
said injection nozzle including a heaterfor heat- 
ing melt in said nozzle melt passage; 
a valve pin, said valve pin being moveable in 
said nozzle melt passage, so that said valve pin 
cooperates with said nozzle melt passage for 
controlling melt flow through said nozzle melt 
passage; and 

a valve pin actuating mechanism, including a 
valve pin guiding element for connection to said 
valve pin and for guiding movement of said 
valve pin in said nozzle melt passage, said 
valve pin actuating mechanism including a link- 
age element, said linkage element having first 
and second arms having inwardly facing, op- 
posed engagement surfaces for engaging said 
valve pin guiding element, at least one of the 
engagement surfaces being arcuate, said valve 
pin actuating mechanism including an actuator 
for moving said linkage element. 


12. A valve pin actuating mechanism for use with a 
valve pin, the valve pin being moveable in a portion 
of a melt passage of an injection molding machine, 
the melt passage having an inlet for receiving melt 

5 from a melt source, the valve pin actuating mecha- 
nism comprising: 

a valve pin guiding element, said valve pin guid- 
ing element for supporting the valve pin, said 
10 valve pin guiding element for movement of the 

valve pin and guiding element together in a 
guide channel, said valve pin guiding element 
having first and second outer receiving surfac- 
es; 

*5 a linkage element, said linkage element having 

first and second arms for engaging said outer 
receiving surfaces on said valve pin guiding el- 
ement; and 

an actuator for moving said linkage element 

20 

13. An injection molding machine, comprising: 

a manifold plate having a manifold melt pas- 
sage, said manifold melt passage having a melt 
25 source inlet for receiving melt from a melt 

source; 

an injection nozzle, said injection nozzle having 
a nozzle body, said nozzle body defining a noz- 
zle melt passage, said nozzle melt passage 
30 downstream from said manifold melt passage, 

said injection nozzle including a heaterfor heat- 
ing melt in said nozzle melt passage; 
a valve pin, said valve pin being moveable in 
said nozzle melt passage, so that said valve pin 
35 cooperates with said nozzle melt passage for 

controlling melt flow through said nozzle melt 
passage; and 

a valve pin actuating mechanism, said valve pin 
actuating mechanism including a valve pin 
40 guiding element, said valve pin guiding element 

for supporting said valve pin, said valve pin 
guiding element for movement of said valve pin 
and guiding element together in a guide chan- 
nel, said valve pin guiding element having first 
45 and second outer receiving surfaces, said valve 

pin actuating mechanism including a linkage el- 
ement, said linkage element having first and 
second arms for engaging said outer receiving 
surfaces on said valve pin guiding element, 
50 said valve pin actuating mechanism including 

an actuator for moving said linkage element. 

14. A hot runner nozzle system for an injection molding 
machine, comprising: 

55 

a nozzle body defining a nozzle melt passage, 
said nozzle melt passage having an inlet for re- 
ceiving melt from a melt source; 
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a heater connected to said nozzle body, said 
heater for heating melt in said nozzle melt pas- 
sage; 

a valve pin, said valve pin being moveable in 
said nozzle melt passage, so that said valve pin 5 
cooperates with said nozzle melt passage for 
controlling melt flow through said nozzle melt 
passage; and 

a valve pin actuating mechanism, said valve pin 
actuating mechanism including a valve pin 10 
guiding element, said valve pin guiding element 
for supporting said valve pin, said valve pin 
guiding element for movement of said valve pin 
and guiding element together in a guide chan- 
nel, said valve pin guiding element having first 15 
and second outer receiving surfaces, said valve 
pin actuating mechanism including a linkage el- 
ement, said linkage element having first and 
second arms for engaging said outer receiving 
surfaces on said valve pin guiding element, 20 
said valve pin actuating mechanism including 
an actuator for moving said linkage element 
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